W

Director

him, and for this reason refused to make any payments to anymae,
and the charges were subsequently di aml ssede

He further related that as far as the request of
for $7,500 was cancerned, there were two persons,

vhose names he presently could not remember, operating a restau-
yant at 4lst Street and Broadway ,New York City, who could sub-
stantiate his 8toxye :

The above infomation was secured £ron GNP during l’:‘?C)
an interview on ancther mitter, and is being sulmitted to you for 7D
your information, and no action is being taken thereon.

Very truly yours,

Inspectors
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liew Yori, lew York.

PrFs G Mey 24, 1939
PURSGMAL AYD CORCADEYTIAL
Diroctor,

Federal Bureau of Investigaiio:,
‘uashington, De Co

Lear Sirs

N\ i
Thore has appeared in LBONAKDILYORS' col:sn upon
several ocoasions referangs i

LYONS hns ms;{tior.ed in his colum that

puid for hig pesspuri; ry he ecuually smuppled in ;.rupcr\._;

for GRACIAZALLEN nad (AGCLIVINALTY rether thar G0 3100URK b'7<'f/

and c’l\ClOL Y, heen ""1\' o osanttousd et Fwa ‘rvolvad -

in conrection viitw: the puesinz 2 & 10,000, » oe note by an _'

attorney in towm, :. -
rited &-‘catesYAi;t.omay/John T¥Cakill spoxe to wme o>

about this and said he was very inuch concernoed rogarding the ine Fa

formation eppearing iy LYONS' eolumn nrl wonderaé vhore the leak
mirht boe I told ¥r. Cahill that only one or two Arents of the

other than m’sclf and I was certain thers hac been no
leuk in the Y.E.J.; that we furnished roports to hinm under Personal
and Confidential cover and 1 did not know who in his office had
access to those reoports. I did tell ir. Cahill that I thought that
if he wanted to ascertain theo sourcse of LYONS' information he should
call him down and ask him or clse have him appear bei‘ore the Crand

Federal Fureav of Investi:stion kuaw 01'” b7c b7D
Jy )

Jurys RFOCRLED & INUEXED
At thet time lir. Cahill stated :;5- atd e
think that any purpose would be served by inte 7 LY I - / -~

because he did not bolieve that he would dieclose 171 ;oyyfe of U,

{nformation; further that he felt that if LYONS vere o&llad ) SR

before the Grand Jury he would still refuse tc disclose t“e"ﬂom‘ce

of his information, Mr. Cahill also pointed out that to follow

such & procedure mifht interfere with the ploasant ‘r e,ﬁom now” N

exigting between his office and the press. ‘ A N ! )/
é‘ . AR ¢!
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Letter to Director

‘o

I informod Assistant Director E. A. Tarm oI kr.

Cahillts remarks in comection with this matter and Nr, Tamm
later instruoted that I tell Mr. Cahill thet the matter had beer
discusged with you and you were of the opinion that it would be

a very good idea to have LYORS before the Grand Jury in order to
question him concerning his sources of informetion and further
tha t you were also greatly concerned about the sourde of informa-
tion of vho has besn found from time to time %o be
in possession of a good bit of confidential information ard that b7C—
it wmas your suggestion that at the same time -
quostioned as to his sources of information.

1 informed ¥r. Cahill of the abovg
that 1t was your suggestion. At that time Ur. Ca 74
that he did not feel that any purpose would be served by
either of the individuals before the Crand Jury for the reasoms
that they would undoubtedly refuse to disclose their sources of
information and for the further reason that he felt that it would
interfers with the present relationship exieting with the repre-
sentatives of tho press.

Very truly yours,

P, e FOXWORTH,
Inspector.



- 607 U. S. C-urt louse
Foley Square
: ; Hew York, e Yo
SJDsJiY suzust 11, 1939
62-6419
PERSONAL WD CONFYDERTIAL
Hone John T, Cahill
United States Attorney
Ue 5¢ Court House
~Foley Square
New York, Ne Yo
..>  Dear Sirs
\;\9 For your information, during a recent interview with

& prisoner in the Federsl House of Detention

New York City, Specisl Agent GNP vos informed that ‘ b’}c
' & bondsman, was interested in & prisoner by the name of

' who wes convicted sarly this year on a charge of

¢o eiting and was sentenced to five years in the penitentiary.
?adviaed that @Dae also being held at the House of De-
tention, New York City. However, it was subsequently ascerteined that
GEp2s transferred to the .itlanta penitentiary on July 14, 1939.

further informed that (UMD case wos handled ‘070
by Assistant U. S. Attorney JOSEPH L. DELAKEY, and thaot QP and
are very close to XR. DELAKEY and were working for a reduce

tion in sentence. :

bie

At S e N o
3

Very truly yours,

e P. E. FOXWORTH,
™ Special Agent in Charge
cc-Bureau -
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Federal Bureau of Inuestigation ‘
¥nited States ﬁzpartment of Justice
New York, Ne. Yo
SJD1EL ' o _
62-6419 July 25, 1939 :° - lﬂ,{(/
Direcfor PERSONAL WD COA

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Weshington, De Ce

uts informetion, during a co nee n
& pris:mar in the Federal N C \ﬂ1p
, advised Specieal Agent (A) k7 ) ’

a bondsmen, was interested in
who was convicted early \ k

Dear Sirs

on July 6, 1939,
Housge of ISe’t:tanti.on,
that

advised that
It has been sub=-

.. ‘ (

" & prisoner by the name of
this year on a charge of counterfeiting and was sentenced to five \~
@D v=s being / 7(1’

years in the penitentiary.
held at the House of Detention, New York City.

sequently determined that @E» ves transferred to the Atlanta
b7 C

Penitentiary om July 14, 1939.
fyrther informed that
Attorney JOSEPH L

Q

case was
DELANEY, and that N
d“Wwers working for -

b’)c_ handled by Assistant Us S
o - "G i very clode t6 DELANEY an
e reduction in sentence. o
- —
Very truly yours, 5 \
-3
. ° 07 g: “ A
P. E. FOXWORTH, S 22
IR ~ Speclel Agent in Charge. o
\ \ ~ ‘S
&
O
|
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o Iv s agur’d thnt t.ho mtmnuon related
mmr.bavo-muopid 1etter ba brought to the
sttontion of mm_‘,aum At.tomc Cchm
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T e Traey et U. S. DEPRRTMENT OF JUSHICE

Miaw G; dy




B ik o 7 1945

gfean, whg,did &
enny,

ton, . George urps
- and Gracié’Allen backin 1938, now
A to cough up with

paid in ﬁneg, it ‘be-

8y, . T
ﬁu‘ the radio stars an-
d move for dismissal
reme Court “at 10

Benny and . Burns
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ked him to ca i !
clips and & bracelet fig

e e e

I H

diamond &

o \9{___’ Z_{Z'___é.'
Y N RECORDED

65 WAR 171945

CLII*IUG FRC 183

RAS - v
PN Y . uo’.ILY ;‘..‘-J--?D

patEs. A X F-dN”

FOEWARDED =1 2. Y. DLVISIOH



O————

2

Prison Opens
for Smuggler

|Chiaperau Sentence'Is

7% Commuted -,
P =gtwjr =40

NEW YOEK, April 12.—(P—The

| United States Attorney’s Office here;

was . advised today that Presidept
Roosevelt had commuted to t e|

‘|time already served the five-yepr

sentence imposed - last April

) rt N, Chaperau, central figuie
in = widesprea uggling plot. :

Chaperau, a pseudo diplomat, was,

“lconvicted as the carrier jof smug-:

gled goods .which wound up in the:
hands of. such . notables as Jack!-
Benny and George Burns, the radio -
comedians, and Mrs. Edgar Lauer,
wife- of & former New, York State
Supreme Court justice. g "
Chaperau’s sentence, while orig-
inally put at five years, already had
been cut by Federal Judge Hulbert,
on motion of the prosecution, to
two years minus the time served
while awaiting trial— which msade
the actual . sentence about 18
months. His unpaid $5,000 fine §ill
reypiain in judgment against hind
Benny paid a $10,000 fine; Bufns
$8.)00. ~ Mrs. Lauer served —a—{3-
mdnth Jjail term. :

THE DETRUIT Kilkis
APRIL .2, 1940
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U] 5. Rewards
~ Chaperau

Albert N. Chapex‘gy,'serving two
years -in. Federal prison for, jewel
smuggling, today earned his re-
ward for co-operating with the
Governmént in the case involving
Jack Benny and George Burns,

radio comedians, and Mrz. Elma
N. Lauer, wife of former Supreme
Court Justice Edgar A. Lauer.
An indictment against his wife,
Paula Chaperau, was nolle prossed
under authorization of U. S, At-
torney John T. Cahill on the plea
of Chaperau that Mrs. Chaperau
and their 16-year-old daughter
were poverty stricken in France
and would like to return here.
urns and Benny were givenga
sushended sentence and Mrs. Lager
;vl sentenced to three months
a .
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COUNSE -LORS AT LAW
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-,/(:V 5;// Januery 16, 1843

HANDVER 2-780C

¥edersl Bureaun
Y%ashington, D.

¢ Investigation

Gentlemen:

our
gently destroyed some cf his personal property, contrary tc his
instructions.

e heve sorme recollecticn of & mun of a s-mllar name being

involved witn the Departrent of Justice dve to viclaticons cof ‘%
the Cuctoms Luws. Cur basis for aexmev*ng thet this is the amel
man is the faet thet among itne alleged L-upertv cus*“cyec +nera

se claimed tc heve been some sorrisrendence from peorlie of promin&
ence in the thestrical and razdio business.

vie are interected in o“tclnlng snv useful informztion you \)’
may hove $n veur files whieh will agsisn us in the defense of
our case. -ﬁ
M Y
NY
1f convenient znd agressbtle Lo vou, we shzlil be glad quhpvej
our representative confer with veur ropresentative in New Inkk -
City to go over the matter in mowe deteil. we
- )
Yours very trul Y, N
- = \‘
%3
N
W
v, c&f’:
W . /
]
cZ0:0U )

client alieging that on or ebout ;ovenber e, 1940, it negli-,&>~7C'

e A
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. Talson
. E. A, Tamm__

legg

. Gisvin
. Ladd___
{r. Nichols
. Rosen
. Traey
. Curson,
. Colley
. Hendon
. Kramer
Mr.
. Ruion Tamm__

e eommt—

——

McGuire______

Nesae

J’b\r .: ﬁn

February 2, 194
54,=T17-15 » 1943

CCI

vie

27 Ceder Stircet
Rew York, New York

v SR H1C

I have for ecknowledgment your letter dated
January 16, 1943.

Please be advised that ithe mgiter roferred to
thoreln was hmdled by the Customs Service in Mew York
City, =t LU 15, Wwerelors, suggested you may desire to
comzunicste with the Customs Service or with the Imited

- e - e it 28

el e et el ebte -._.upr‘ RIS P e O

States Literneyts Offics in Hen York Clyy, which prosscuted

this cage, for lurthor detsils in this regard.

-

I regret advising ihat I
any asgietance in this rogard.

a2 unsble to render
You

Sincerely yours,

John Idgar Hoover
Director

e ATt
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June 25, 1964
Q .
JACK BENNY
Born: February 14, 1894 .
Waukegan, Illimois ~
t el In ruponsi to your nqulttora check of the '
7 £iles of this Bureau ,coac‘grnin* the captioned iadividual,
£ Kou are advised that mo imvestigatioa of him has been con-
- dwcwa by el .
7 77 fhe files of this Buresu do reveal, however that: i
accordinmg to newspaper publicity aring in late 1939 asd

early 1940 Benny was the subject of a ling investi. ~
g;t %6”000 a result of which vas coa:::gd :‘id paid a fine
’ . '

" You may desire to check with the Cust‘ou B&ruu,
U. S. Treasury Department, for information concerning this

mAtter. (54.717) |

Original & 1 - CSC
Request Received 6/23/64

kot

4) "}
, .
P .
\\‘*‘»“Upo | 50z g T 0

e

This document contains neither recommendations not conclusions of the FBI. Itis the property of
the FBI, and {s loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be g_;s;ubdted outside your
aqency. This le ln/u\swer to your request for a check of FBI ifleg~-""
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~~
ADDRESS REPLY TO
- ot “CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION™
s AND REFER TO
i UNI@p STATES CIVIL SERVICE coMii¥ssION e
BUREAU OF PERSONNEL INVESTIGATIONS
i WASHINGTON 25, D.C. AND DATE OF THISLETTER
I :
i At yoeo Xponny, Jack (stage name)
i =7 .D0Bs 2<1i=fly.
“POB: Waukegen, Tll,
g WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA, VOLUME 31, 19601961, pege 222
. ._ ’ . Radio entertainerj b, vVeukegan, I1l., Febs 1l, 189Ls s. Meyer and Buma
(Sachs) Kubelskyj ed., Waukegan (m.S High Schej m, Mary Livingstone
(actress) Jen. 25, 1927; 1 dan., Joan Naomi (adopted); Began as
violinist, 19123 featured player on vaudeville stage} star in motion
pictures since 1929; radio entertainer since 1932 also on TV &s guest
artist and in own programj recent pictures: To Be or Not to Be, George
Washington Slept Here, The Horn Blows at Midnight. Served in U. S
Navy, World Var I3 spent summers 1943, Lk, kS, entertaining armed
forces Overseas during World War IL. Recipient award for best con-
timuing performance by a male entertainer Nat. Acade Television Arts
and Sci., 1957, Spl. award. Homes 1002 North Roxbury Or., Beverly
Hills, Cale B
SII Check - No Record
In p s :
Pons :
fher 0 yn,
Merm , € e :ki?J,;eqUect
l’.‘- i Des _ -----------
N ’-Io re,ate
- iy,
3
1
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Lazust 12, 1584

it

BO: SUAEY 14,1894 D00
WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS N —

Captioned individual has never been the subject of
an investigation conducted by the FBI.

The files of this Burcau do reveal, however,
that according to newspaper publicity appearing in late 1035
and early 1940, Benny was the gubject of a smug;ling investi-
gation as a result of which he was convicted and paid a ‘ine of
$10, 000,

As the files of the I'BI contain no aaditional pertinent
information concerning this matter, you may desire to check w.ith
the Customs Curecau, U.S., Treasury Department,jor further informa-
tion. (54-717)

b/l C« (Request per QD sociz! Secretary, White House. )
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/., UNITED STATES GOVE.inMENT c !m.,..___/
Corgfer ...
Chlinnan o

M emomna’um v

Cvane .. ..
Goale o ...

: Mr. DeLoa-Ch ‘ vatre: 8-13-64 ' Rocer, —..

Tavel — .. .

Teotter ..one. ~.

- / Tele. konr. . '\'

rRov s M. Aggnep” / ORI e
SUBJECT: NAME CHECK REQUESTS FOR WHITE HOUSE ; \ N
7 4 ) -

Social Secretary at the White House, A

requested a check of Bureau files cong&gmg the following individuals: \

N Dan Blocker, NathanBirnbaum (Geor urns), Alfred Gerald Caplin b 7C
\ Michael Landon, Raymond Massey, '
Richard Bernard Skelton (Red Skelton), SamJafl« .
. There are attached 14 memoranda reflecting the rc.;ults <3
of these checks. : o
¢ s
RECOMMENDATION: . /
That you Mr. DeLoach, furnish the attached letterhead g
memoranda to QD 67 . , 3
c MCT An v 7
oL Nt /
i u aG 25 304
Enclosures (}4 LSRR g, ot e
1 - Mr Jgelmont - Enclosures L
1- ohr - Enclosures o
1 . DeLoach - Enclosures :
;9 Mr. Evans - Enclosures EH o id T
@‘&i Mr. Rosen - Enclosures ~7 ’? el 7Z/, / :.
QA B ; "; i
¥ =% - \'\ o
e k) AU_WY 954'
" IMM:cmk ) =TT
# 2 U ey, WEEEAR i

34 4yg 281964 U o
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August 13, 1964

NATHAN BIRNBAUM, ALSO KNOWN
AS GRORGE BURNS

BORN: JANUARY 20, 1896

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Captioned individual bas never been the subject of an investigation con-
ducted by the FBL . ‘ ’ : : v

. The files of this Buresua do reveal, however, that according to news-
paper publicity appearing in late 1939 and early 1940, Barns was the subject of 2
smauggling mvewpuon as a resalt of which he was convicted and paid a fine of $8, 000,

As the flles of the FEI contain no furthum pertinent information con-
cerning this matter, you may desire to check with the Castoms Bureaua, U. S.
Yreasury Departmest, for further information. .. (54~717) - .. ... =

In 1848, Burns was reported to be 2 sponsor of the Committee for the
Care of Children in Wartime, which organization allegedly had Commaunist Party
affiliations and connections. Burns, however, was believed to be unaware of the

true nature of the organization. (100-92879-24)

In the early 1940's, Burns was reported to be a member of the
Hollywood Democratic Committee, cited asa communist front by the California
_ Senate Fact-Finding Committee On Un-American Activities in a 1948 report. In
K June, 1945, Burng was also listed as a member of the executive council of the
e Hollywood Independent Citizens: Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions
' (EICCABP), successor to the Hollywood Democratic Committee. The HICCASP
was also cited as & communist frent by the ‘California Senate Fact-Finding Com-

mittee Gn Un-American Activities in its 1948 report. (100-197270-7, 21;100-15252)- 35}..
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Xarch 18, 1988
BY LIAISON
(o
. _ ye
e , Mrs.ddildred Stegall g ‘ /
7 ) The White House '
Washington, D. C. A T
TR
Dear Mrs. Stegall: /)
Reference is made to ycur name check request for a
review of FBI flles concerning the following individuals subsequent
to the date of the previcus name check request as noted following
each name. b
L)7C - September 12, 1963 \2‘
Benjamin Kubelsky (also known as Jack Cenny) August 12, 1964
John Ernst Steinbeck May 20, 1964
& Cur files cortain - additional pertinent information
Sfconcerning dir. Xubeleky. S
N

y

RN

Tolson
Jeloach
lohr
3ishop
Zosper
“allohon

v

{osen e

< -

in 1607, inforrastic. was reciived that

was a
reierence ior an indivi “E A weiegete irvom the New York
Guild of the American Newspese: Guila to its National Ceavention in

1¢45, The New York Newspaper Caild had been described as communist

ing:itrated and communist dorziruted. This same individuzl reportedly
g .t a communicaticn to Governir Thomas Zewey in 1654 appealing fon
e.. zeutive clemency for who was convicted cn
June 28, 1941, in General &¢ s Couxt, New York, and sentéiced to
State Prisorn on four counts of 3. Vng faice testimony before the Rapp--
Ccudert coint Legislative Comrmicze. Dwring his testimony
L.d admitted membership in €12 Cecmmunist Party but had lied with
recpect to the number of indivi: -i2 he lmew to be members of the City
Coilege of New York Unit of v «onmunist Party; — { r

NCLOSURE T '

se——— 11 - Mr. DeLoach (sent r?&é? " NOYRE RDED/ S >‘.
ct) /
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‘ondy fe
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L - Yipiement dire 126 MR 21 16
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b1c

Mrs. Mildred Stegall

_ Inforration was received in 1968 that a Czechoslovakian
citizen, who had been 2 member of the Czechosiovakian Communist
Party since 1945, was to visit the United States on the cultural
exchange program in 1886. Xie irdicated an intention to visit friends
in the United States included 2mong whom was Joha Steinbeck.

» The files of the Identification Division were checked
and found to contain no additional pertinent data concerning the above
individuals.

A copy of this communication has not been sent to the
Attorney General. 4

Sincerely “yours,

-2 -

NOTE: Our files reflect that Lie final results of our name check
concerning IR vicL7seat by memorandum dated 9-12-63, rather
than 9-4-63. The additional information was developed subsequent to
the prior summary memorandum furnished in 1963. '

§ b emtsd AR A XSS



eves e . . . - e v e e et il AN

| June 6, 1972

MR. AND}ARS. JACK BENNY

Jack Benny, who you advised resides at 1400 Tower Grove
Drive, Beverly has not been the subject of an
vestigation conducted by the FBL. However, our files reveal that
in late 1939 and early 1940, Benny was the subject of a smuggling
investigation which was not investigated by this Bureau, and was
subsequently convicted and paid a fine of $10,000. (54-71%)7

Attached i8 a copy of an FBI Record, Number 3 367 854,
which may relate to Jack Benny. The central files of the FBI
contain no additional pertinent information concerning captioned
individuals based upon background information submitted in con-
nection with this name check request.

Enclosure
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NOTE: Per request of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy Assistant
to the President. j
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" August 22, 1972
BY LIAISON

e Honorakle Alexander P. Butterfield
‘. Deputy Zssistant to the President
The White liouse

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Butterfield:

Refcrence is made to your name check request

concerning Jim Backus and some other individuais.

Attached are separate memoranda concerning the
following individuals: -

Jim Backus

Geoxr e!Burns
"* Vince Edwards

Sincerely yours, /

‘L. Patrick Gray, III

: Acting Director ' :
laclosures (10) _ / ,7 -
) ‘ ., Hhehw g L .. Y- ' ‘{-:’ [ //:i:/ // . ,..' R
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August 21, 1972

GEORGE BURNS

Captioned individual, who you advised resides at
720 North Maple Drive, .Beverly Hills, California, has not been
‘the subjéct of an investigation conducted by the FBL
T e S - B
However, oyr files reveal that in Iate 1939 Burns,
whose true name is NathanMj irnbaum, was the subject of a '
smuggling (jewels and clo y investigation which was not con-
ducted by this Bureau. He was subsequently convicted, givena -
suspended sent*:ce of one year and one day, and paid an $8, 000
fine, (54-717) '

The central files of the FBI, including the files of
the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent infor- '
mation concerning captioned individual based upon background
information submitted in connection with this name check request,

NOTE:; Per request of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy Assistant
to the President. ‘
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